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Pro Golf Academy, a PGA recognized
golf school and division of the non-profit Youth
Enrichment Foundation, began it's At School ­
After School Golf Enrichment Program in the
Fall of 2006. Since that time, they have intro­
duced golf to students in numerous schools and
districts in the San Antonio,Houston and Dallas
areas.

Michael Olsen, Founder of the Youth Enrich­
ment Foundation and Pro GolfAcademy recalls
how the whole process began.

"1had spent many years practicing and play­
ing golf professionally as a younger man. My
passion for the game dimmed however, after a
lifelong battle with a severely arthritic knee. 1
found that I couldn't bare the pain of walking
and swinging a golf club anymore, so I just quit
playing golf.

Ten years warped by in hyper drive like we
were living out a scene in StarsWars.Next thing
we knew, we had a wonderful family with four
kids. When our two eldest boys were about five
and six, I thought it would be great to get them
into a sport that would allow us to spend qual­
ity time together. About that time, Jeff Gordon
was the king of NASCAR.Now I knew nothing
of racing, nor cars for that matter, but a few epi­
sodes with Tim 'The Toolman" Taylor on Home
Improvement and I was ready to 'Go Racin'with
the boys!

Not old enough for stock cars huh...how bout
go-carts? No? Finally I found a Quarter Midget
club that lets kids start racin at 5 years old. So
we jumped in with both feet. We had a great
year learning about racing, racing, buying race
cars, buying trailers, learning some more about
racing, buying lots of racing stuff,and learning
more about racing. Well, the boys did great in
spite of their pit crew. Someone forgot to men­
tion to me that quarter midgets don't have start­
ers. You have to push start them. That turned
out to be far more painful than walking a golf
course ever was and about 3.17 million percent
more expensive as well. Next...

After selling the racin stuff, I had this brilliant
idea. Why don't I take them golfing..? After all,I
was a seasoned mini-tour player about 20years
ago. Unlikemotors, I knew a lot about the game
of golf. In fact, I was a devote student of the
game for many more years than it would have
taken to acquire a Doctoral Degree from MIT
and Harvard combined. Ebay here I come.

After purchasing three sets of junior golf clubs
online, I walk into a local golf store and ask the
young fellow for some very low compression
balls. He gives me this blank stare and looks at
me as if I had just landed in the parking lot in
a De Lorean time machine. Howwas I to know
this fella was in diapers when I was shooting in
the sixties. Seems Tiger Woods wasn't the only
thing to hit the golf scene since I left the game,
technology found it's way into golf as well.
Woods were made of metal and drivers were
as big as Volkswagens. The new crowd didn't
know what a Balata was, much less compres­
sion ratings. So the middle aged manager of
the store kindly relieved the young man and re­
served to answering my questions and helped
me find the right 3 piece ball for my boys. Off
to the driving range.

Why did I ever leave golf? That was the burn­
ing question from that
day forth. I managed
to get a knee replace­
ment and found new
life on the links with
my children this time.
I cannot explain how
wonderful it is to be
able to play golf with
your children. Golf
mirrors life, as they
say, and one would
be hard pressed to
find a better way to
form a lifelong bond
with your children than through golf. I often tell
folks, sports is a wonderful thing. All sports. But
realize this, most athletic careers are over at
high school graduation. Sure there are excep­
tions, but for the majority, that is a fact. There
are other exceptions, like golf.Where else can
you see three generations of family members
playing a sport together on Labor Day other
than a golf course? Yes,golf is truly a game of
a lifetime.

Here's what one legendary golfer had to say
about it;

"Good Golf is a State of Mind"
"Golf is deceptively simple and endlessly com­
plicated. A child can play it well and a grown
man can never master it. Any single round of
it is full of unexpected triumphs and seem­
ingly perfect shots that end in disaster. It is
almost a science, yet it is a puzzle without an
answer. It is gratifying and tantalizing, precise
and unpredictable. It requires complete con­
centration and total relaxation. It satisfies the
soul and frustrates the intellect. It is at the same
time rewarding and maddening. And it is with­
out doubt the greatest game mankind has ever
invented."

-Arnold Palmer, 1964

We spent the next couple years trying to jump
through all the hoops and meet all the criteria
demanded by the current state of junior golf.
It was both an exciting and frustrating experi­
ence to say the least. While Tiger Woods burst
open the doors that had been closed to juniors
and especially minority golfers for so many
decades, the game had still not kept pace with
the ever changing landscape of society. It was
time for a change. Iwas ready for a change. The
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game was already changing but people were
overlooking the very future of the game, the
kids.

A couple questions came to mind. The first of
which was; How can we make the game of golf
more accessible to the youth of America?

The answer, bring the game to the kids. When
I thought back on my youth and looked at what
was available to my kids, I realized that base­
ball, soccer, basketball, football, etc., where all
available as after school sports providing they
had parents who could get them to and from
the practices and games, and pay the fees as­
sociated with the sport. Seems the more things
change, the more they stay the same.

Golf on the other hand requires a large course
costing millions to build, membership dues,

equipment pur­
chases, tee times
and long blocks
of time. Or does
it? We started our
At School After
School Golf En­
richment Program
to open the golfing
opportunities to
all kids, or at least
many many more.
These programs
have proven to be

very popular as
we expand them into more and more schools
and districts. Pro Golf Academy now offers an
extensive list of Summer Camps for kids of all
ages.

The most exciting news of late is the formation
of the Pro Golf Academy Junior Golf League.
This will give our kids a chance to take the
skills they've learned to the course for both
team and individual competitions. For the first
time, elementary aged kids can compete on
their own school's golf team while simultane­
ously competing in individual categories. The
Pro Golf Academy Junior Golf League will be
open to kids of all ages up to 18.The finaltouch­
es are still being made at the time of this writ­
ing. So check the web site for the latest info on
year round junior golfing opportunities at www.
progolfacademy. com.




